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th6 same day. But these wish to pass their time together,,
and to associate; for their feelings of friendship are thus
formed.

3. Bat the friendship of the good, and of those who re-
semble each other in virtue, is perfect: for these equally
wish good to one another,, inasmuch as they are good ; bat
their goodness is inherent in themselves $ and those, who
wish good to their friends for the friends' sake, are friends
in the greatest degree; for they have this feeling for sake
of 'the friends themselves, and not from accident. Their
friendship therefore continues, as long as they are good ; and
virtue is lasting. And each is good abstractedly, and to his
friend 5- for the good are both abstractedly good and useful
to one another. In the same manner also they are pleasant:
for the good are pleasant both abstractedly and to one an-
other : for to each their own peculiar actions, and those
which agree with their character, are pleasant: but the
actions of the good do agree with their character, or re-
semble it. Such friendship as this is naturally lasting: for
it contains in It every thing, which friends ought to have,
For every friendship is for the sake of good or pleasure,
either abstractedly or to the person loving, and from a cer-
tain resemblance. But in this friendship, all that has been
mentioned exists In the parties themselves; for in this there
is a similarity, and all the other requisites, and that which
is abstractedly good, is also abstractedly pleasant: but these
are principally the motives of friendship j and therefore the
feeling friendship, and friendship itself, exists principally in
these, and is the best. But it is natural for such to be rare 5
for there are few such characters as these. Moreover it re- *
quires time and long acquaintance : for, according to the
proverb, it is impossible for men to know one another^ before
they have eaten salt together: nor can they admit each
other, nor become friends, before each appears to each,
worthy of friendship,, and obtains his confidence. But those,
wbo hastily perform offices of friendship to one- another, are
willing to be friends, hut are not really so, unless they are
also worthy of friendship, and know this to be the case.,